Portadown Festival Association – 2027 Speech Festival Syllabus

[image: image1.jpg]


     105th Annual

        Speech Festival

          Syllabus

        



PORTADOWN TOWN HALL – Edward Street 
MILLENNIUM COURT ARTS CENTRE – William Street
Adjudicators – Rosalind Taylor
Katrina Mulvihill
Anne Garvey    
Wednesday 17th – Friday 26th February  2027
Final Date for Entries 

                                                                                  5th December 2026
Late entries will not be accepted

Affiliated to
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On-Line Entries System
If you entered performers last year then they will already exist on the system.
CLOSING DATES
· The closing date for Online Entries and Paper Entries is on the syllabus
· Please note Entries cannot be accepted after this date.

ONLINE ENTRY

· Go to our website and click on the Enter tab – www.portadownfestival.co.uk
· You will be asked to register the first time you use the system

Once you have completed your registration, it is important that you complete Steps 1-3 first. You may complete this over various sessions, but it is imperative that you complete steps 1-3 below.
The on-line system will not allow a single entrant to enter a Duet, Trio, Quartet or Group class. 

The system will also not allow an entry to a class if they are the incorrect age or gender.
STEP 1 – Please complete this exercise in good time.
· Add your performers (the system calls them Entrants)

· Ensure you add their Date of Birth.
· Competition Ages are calculated on 1st Jan of the festival year.
STEP 2 - Please complete this exercise in good time.
· If you have Duets, Trio, Quartet  go to CREATE GROUP WITH MEMBERS
· Add the two, three, or four names names

STEP 3 - Please complete this exercise in good time.
· If you are entering groups go to CREATE GROUP BY SIZE
· Add name of Group e.g. “Waterson Team 1”, “Waterson Team 2” etc
· Add number in the group e.g. 4, 15, 34 etc

Only when you have completed steps 1-3 proceed to step 4.

STEP 4

· Select the Classes for each Entrant and add to the basket.
· Don’t forget to add TITLE of your piece when prompted.
· When finished go to Checkout.
· After you have checked out you will receive a confirmation email detailing your entries.
· If it is a query regarding the timetable for the festival, please check with your Teacher.
PAYMENT FOR ENTRIES

· PAYPAL - Online payment can be made using PayPal. There is a small charge for processing online payments, which will be added prior to payment.

· BACs - Payment via BACs as a Bank Transfer between accounts.

Account             – “Portadown Festival Association” 

           Sort Code          –   98/1290

           Account Number -   34884031

           Please ensure you quote your entry reference Number, e.g. PORT 53253 otherwise we will

           accept your payment as a Donation to our funds. 

           Please make your Bank transfer within 2 working days.

· CHEQUES - Payment can also be made by cheque. Cheques for online entries should be posted to the Secretary made payable to Portadown Festival Association. Post dated cheques will not be accepted.
· Entries are not accepted until full payment has been made.
MANUAL PAPER ENTRIES

· Paper Entry Forms for the Festival will be available from the Festival website, and for those who do not have online access, are available from the Secretary 

· Return completed forms with payment to Secretary by the date specified. 
· Cheques should be made payable to Portadown Festival Association.                                      
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SPEECH RULES
SET TEST PIECES - Copies of Set Test Pieces can be e-mailed to you on receipt of an 
email request to  karenspeechsecretary@gmail.com
OWN CHOICE POEMS AND PROSE
· No performance to be repeated 2 years running
· Please ensure own choice piece is suitable for the class and Festival audiences

· The same poem may not be used in more than one class in any one year.

· In all Classes where “OWN CHOICE” is prescribed no TEST PIECE, set for any other Class, may be chosen nor may the same piece be used for more than one Class.
· Time limit must be adhered to as timing may be carried out at any time. The adjudicators decision is final. Anyone exceeding the time limit in all classes will receive a report with no marks.
· All timings start immediately after the introduction.

To keep in line with BIFF recommendation from ALCS rules.

﻿For own choice pieces it is preferred that pieces come from published works.  If a piece being performed is not from a published work you must always announce the author. Therefore all own choice performances must be announced with an author.
Please state the Title of the poem along with the author, if the author is listed in a published book as anonymous please state this along with title of the poem  

These rulings also apply to both Traditional and  Irish Poems.
Performers must also provide the following details on the copy which is handed in at the time of the performance 
· The name of the performer ,class number, and the number which they are listed in the programme.
CLASSES

Classes with 3 or less performers will be subject to event timings and may be cancelled.
Where there is own choice in speech section classes these MUST be suitable and appropriate for performance before a mixed audience which may include young children. Content of the piece should also be age appropriate. Portadown Speech Festival is a cross community event and participants are expected to respect all ethnic groups and minorities.
COSTUMES

If costume change is necessary during all performances including group work this MUST either be done discreetly at the side of stage or in the allocated changing room.

LATE ENTRIES

Entries after the closing date will not be accepted. It is also not possible to entertain any late entries on the day of the competition.

TROPHIES AND CUPS

Trophies and Cups must be returned to The Jeweller, Tandragee on or before 2nd January  in a clean, undamaged and well polished state. Any repair costs due to damage of a cup or trophy will be charged to the previous winner.

Failure to comply with any aspect of these regulations may lead to disqualification

SPEECH TROPHY SECRETARY                 PRIMARY SCHOOLS SECTION SECRETARY
Mrs Carol Partridge                                   Mrs Stephanie Reid
217 Tandragee Road
Portadown BT62 3RA
Telephone 028 3833 2527
SPEECH SECRETARY                                ASSISTANT SPEECH SECRETARY  

Mrs Karen Hoy                                          Mrs Vanessa Coulter

26 Russwood Park Portadown BT63 5HH     

Telephone 028 3836 1828
Mobile 078 0147 4952
E-Mail – karenspeechsecretary@gmail.com
ADJUDICATOR SPECIAL AWARDS

SPECIAL BURSARY AWARDS IN OUR OVERALL AWARDS WHICH ARE PRESENTED

ON THE FINAL NIGHT OF THE FESTIVAL FRIDAY 26th FEBRUARY
SANDFORD CUP

Senior award to the post Most promising speaker in the Festival. The winner will also receive a £100 Bursary.

LESLEY POLLOCK CUP – The cup will be awarded at the discretion of the Adjudicator to a Performer 16 years and

over and of a high standard in the Festival. The winner will also receive a £100 Bursary
RUSHMERE TROPHY – The cup to be awarded for two performances of excellence. 
The winner will also receive a £100 Bursary

MICHAEL MORROW CUP – Most memorable solo performance in the Musical Theatre section.
The winner will also receive a £100 Bursary

GLORIA JOY GORDON VICTORY CHALLENGE CUP

Presented by the late Mrs.G.Gordon, Belfast will be awarded to the Performer under 20 years of age on 1st January of the Festival gaining the highest mark for any single set test piece. The cup will be held for one year only by the winner.

The winner will also receive a £100 Bursary.

These are intended to further the education of the winners and will only be awarded if the adjudicator considers an acceptable standard has been attained.

DRUM-AN-DUER CUP will be awarded to the Performer who gains the highest mark in Classes 25,26,27.

JACQUIE BYRNE CUP To be awarded to the Most promising GIRL 8 years and under. 
PAMELA CASSELLS CUP The cup will be awarded to the Best actress in the Festival. 
LIVINGSTONE FAMILY CUP awarded to the best actor in the Festival. 

EVELYN COOPER MEMORIAL SHIELD awarded to the performer 9-11 years with two most memorable performances in the Festival. 
MOLLY McNALLY PUPILS TROPHY

Presented by the pupils of the late Molly McNally. This Cup will be presented to the most promising local speaker (5 mile radius).

WATTON TROPHY

To be awarded to the Most promising BOY 8 years and under.

KEEGAN TROPHY

To be awarded to the Most Versatile Speaker 11 years and under.

PORTADOWN FESTIVAL ASSOCIATION CUP 

In memory of the late W.McKay Kenny and the late Edwin McClelland  to be awarded to the most promising in oral communication skills.

DOREEN TWINEM MEMORIAL CUP - Presented by Mr Harold Twinem in memory of the late Mrs D Twinem. 
The cup will be awarded for the most Memorable Performance of the Festival

TARA AUGHEY CUP – The cup will be awarded for the most Comical Act in the Festival
LAURA TROPHY – Presented to the most versatile speaker between the ages of 12 – 15 years

JANET INMAN CUP – The cup to be awarded to the most promising speaker 12-15 years
JUDITH CORNETT CUP – The cup to be awarded to the most dramatic performer from Classes 99 and 100a,100b
ROISIN LOWRY MEMORIAL CUP – The cup to be awarded at the discretion of the adjudicator to a Performer 
12-15 years of a high standard in the festival.

MELISSA HOY CUP – awarded at the discretion of the adjudicator to the most memorable performance 6 years and under.
WALTER BLAIR MEMORIAL CUP – Most versatile performer 8 yrs and under

THE ROBIN BLACK CUP – to be awarded at the discretion of the adjudicator for the most memorable  Group performance in the musical theatre section.
Creating Safer Festivals for Everyone

The Federation (BIFF) and its member Festivals use the following policies and procedures to create Safer Festivals for everyone: 

1. A single, definitive Child Protection Policy adopted by all Federation Festivals. 

2. One or more designated Festival Safeguarding Officers (FSO) appointed for each Federation Festival.  Portadown Festival Association -  Name:  Mrs Yvonne Turner
Tele: 079 8840 6908.
3. Best practice advice in the form of Safe Working Practice and Festival Child Protection leaflets, and any other guidance produced by the Federation. This advice is supported by support and training for all Festival staff and volunteers. Guidance includes clear reporting procedures for anyone with a concern about a child.

4. Appropriate recruitment and induction procedures for all new Festival staff and volunteers responsible for providing safe environments for everyone attending/ performing at a Federation Festival.

5. All Festival personnel wear an official Festival badge and a nominated committee member, identified by a yellow badge, will be responsible for dealing with any concerns raised at each Festival Session. All teachers/parents/guardians /carers are asked to report all incidents of any nature to anyone wearing a badge. All reported incidents will be handled in accordance with the Safe Working Practice and Festival Child Protection best practice advice. In addition we will ensure the availability of a quiet area/room where concerns can be expressed in private. 

6. For the duration of a Festival all teachers/parents/guardians/carers are responsible for the continuous care and supervision of their own children/pupils. If they are unable to attend personally, they must delegate their responsibilities to an identified adult and ensure that their children/pupils are aware of the identity and name of the person responsible for their care. This includes ensuring adequate supervision of their children/pupils is in place throughout their time in performance and dressing room areas. Responsible adults entering the vicinity of these areas should make themselves known to Festival officials as all unauthorised adults found here will be challenged. Please note the Festival cannot take responsibility for any property left unattended. 
7. No unauthorised photography, audio or video recording of children and young people is allowed at our Festivals. Where parents/guardians/carers do not wish photos to be taken at all, then the responsible adult attending should ensure that their child is not included in official photos.
8. Some children and adults with support may need help in order to take part. If this is the case we ask the responsible teachers/parents/guardians/carers to contact the Festival organisers prior to arrival. The Festival aims to meet these needs wherever possible but must know beforehand in order to prepare support – or to advise that help cannot be provided on this occasion.

9. The Festival’s Child Protection Policy and approach to Creating Safer Festivals for Everyone is published explicitly in our Syllabus, Programme and on our Website. By completing and signing the entry form (or ticking the box for online entry) all parents/guardians/carers and teachers of competitors under 18 (or adults of any age who may require additional support) confirm that they give (or have obtained) the necessary consents for the performers to take part in the Festival. Without consent the entry to the Festival cannot be accepted
Issue 6 – 4/9 2025
Portadown Festival Association

Child Protection Policy Statement

The British and International Federation of Festivals for Music, Dance and Speech (BIFF) works for amateur festivals everywhere to help create thousands of educational performance opportunities for children and young people each year. 
The Federation and our member Festivals are committed to ensuring safe environments for children and young people and believe that it is always unacceptable for a child or young person to experience abuse of any kind.  

We recognise our responsibility to safeguard the welfare of all children and young people, by a commitment to recommend best practice which protects them. 

This policy applies to our Board of Trustees, paid staff, Adjudicator members, volunteers, students or anyone working on behalf of the Federation and our member Festivals. It has been drawn up on the basis of relevant law and guidance that seeks to protect children and young people, and its purpose is to set out the overarching principles that guide our approach. 

We recognise that: 
· the welfare of the child/young person is paramount 

· all children, regardless of age, disability, gender, racial heritage, religious belief, sexual orientation or identity, have the right to equal protection from all types of harm or abuse 

· working in partnership with children, young people, their parents, carers and other agencies is essential in promoting young people’s welfare. 

· To provide protection for the children and young people who participate in our festivals, including the children of festival members

· To provide staff and volunteers with guidance on procedures they should adopt in the event that they suspect a child or young person may be experiencing, or be at risk of, harm.

We will seek to safeguard children and young people by: 

· Valuing them, listening to and respecting them

· Appointing a Federation Head of Safeguarding and, for each Festival, at least one Festival Safeguarding Officer.

· Adopting child protection guidelines through procedures and safe working practice for staff and volunteers working within the legislation and guidance that specifically addresses the needs of young performers (specifically, the Children and Young People Acts 1933 and 1963, and the Children (Performers and Activities) (England) Regulations 2014

· Adopting a safe and balanced approach to the issue of creating and using photography and images of children and young people at our festivals and in our communications.

· Recruiting staff and volunteers safely, ensuring all necessary checks are made

· Sharing information about child protection and safe working practice with children, parents, staff and volunteers.

· Sharing information about concerns with agencies who need to know, and involving parents and children appropriately

· Providing effective management for staff and volunteers through supervision, support and training.

The Federation will review this policy each year in line with NSPCC guidance or sooner in light of any changes in legislation or guidance.       Issue 6 /4 Sept 2025
SET TEST PIECES
Set Poems are taken from;

Book A     The Puffin Book of Utterly Brilliant Poetry Edited by Brian Patten           ISBN 978-0-14-0-38421-5

Book B     The Puffin Book of Fantastic First Poems Edited by June Crebbin         ISBN 987-014-130898-2

Book C     Things That Should Be In A Poem By Coral Rumble                              ISBN 978-1-912745-20-3

Book D.  “The Rattle Bag” edited by Seamus Heaney & Ted Hughes.                    ISBN 978 0-571- 22583-5
Book E.    The Nation’s Favourite Poems Forward by Griff Rhys Jones                  ISBN 0 -563-38782-3
Please use only copies from the books listed above or copy received from the Speech Secretary

HEATHER GIBSON SHIELD

Presented by Mrs.W.Gibson, confined to 1st prizewinners in classes 7B,7C, 8,10,11, Performers will be expected to render the set test pieces prepared for these classes on the Final Night. 

	CLASS 7b
	Girls, 4 years                                                               
	PRIZE – Campbell Jewellers Cup

	
	Test Piece – “A Chubby Little Snowman” by Anon – Book B Page 86                                          
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50

	CLASS 7c
	Girls 5 years
	PRIZE – Anna Cup

	
	Test Piece – “There are Big Waves” by Eleanor Farjeon – Book B Page 75
	ENTRY FEE £3-50

	CLASS 8   
	Girls 6 years                                                                                
	PRIZE – Abraham Cup

	
	Test Piece – “UH-OH” by Coral Rumble - Book C page 13
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50

	CLASS 10
	Girls 7 years                                                                                       
	PRIZE – Jenny Chambers Pupils Cup

	
	Test Piece – “Kids” by Spike Milligan– Book A Page 20   
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50

	CLASS 11   
	Girls 8 years                                                                                       
	PRIZE - Cousins Cup

	
	Test Piece – “Teachers Prayer” by Allan Ahlberg – Book A Page 136          
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50


JOAN COOKE PERPETUAL CHALLENGE CUP

Presented by Mr and Mrs Cooke. To be competed for annually by Boys gaining 1st Prize in Classes 7A, 9A, 9B, 12, and 13 on the Final Night.

	CLASS 7a  
	Boys 4-5 years                                                                 
	PRIZE - Trimprint Ltd Cup

	
	Test Piece –  “Acorn Bill” by Ruth Ainsworth - Book B Page 28                  
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50

	CLASS 9a  
	Boys, 6 years                                                                                       
	PRIZE – Castle Hardware Cup

	
	Test Piece  - “Soggy Greens” by John Cunliffe – Book B Page 59                             
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50

	CLASS 9b
	Boys 7 years                                                                                        
	PRIZE  - Raymond Glass Cup

	
	Test Piece – “Hideout” by Aileen Fisher – Book B Page 24                                    
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50

	CLASS 12
	Boys 8 and 9 years                                                                              
	PRIZE – Jonathon Cup

	
	Test Piece – “Granny Goat” by Brian Moses – Book B Page 16                                      
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50

	CLASS 13
	Boys 10 and 11 years                                                                          
	PRIZE - Alexander Cup

	
	Test Piece – “Picnic” by Judith Nicholls – Book B Page 76                                                     
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50


McCOY CUP Presented by Mrs.J.McCoy
To be competed for by 1st Prizewinners in Classes 14,15,16, 17,18, who must render the set test piece on the Final Night. 
	CLASS 14
	Girls 9 years                                                                                      
	PRIZE - Caulhill Cup

	
	Test Piece – “Magic Coat” by Coral Rumble – Book C Page 54                          
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50

	CLASS 15
	Girls 10 years                                                                                     
	PRIZE - McQuade Cup

	
	Test Piece – “Spaghetti Spaghetti” by Jack Prelutsky – Book B Page 60                                             
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50

	CLASS 16
	Girls 11 years                                                                                    
	PRIZE - Karla Veerkamp Cup

	
	Test Piece – “My Name” by Coral Rumble– Book C Page 22                                          
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50

	CLASS 17  
	Girls 12 & 13 years                                                                        
	PRIZE Mona Martin Cup

	
	Test Piece – “Amelia’s Wish” by Coral Rumble – Book C Page 30
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50 

	CLASS 18
	Boys 12 and 13 years                                                                       
	PRIZE- Laura Robinson Class Shield

	
	Test Piece – “The Pet Shop” by Coral Rumble – Book C Page 36 & 37                       
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50 


HADDEN PERPETUAL CUP

Presented in memory of the late Dr.R.E.Hadden, by Dr and Mrs R.E.Hadden, confined to 1st prizewinners in classes 19,20,21,22.
Performers will be expected to render the set test pieces prepared for these classes on the Final Night.

	CLASS 19
	Girls 14 and 15 years                                                                      
	PRIZE -Tandragee Cup

	
	Test Piece – “A Poison Tree” by William Blake – Book D page 352                                  
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50 

	CLASS 20   
	Boys 14 and 15 years                                                                      
	PRIZE – Medal

	
	Test Piece – “Sea Fever” by John Mansfield – Book E Page 46                                        
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50 

	CLASS 21  
	Boys and Girls 16 and 17 years                                                            
	PRIZE -Helen Woods Cup

	
	Test Piece – “Gathering Leaves” by Robert Frost – Book D Page 166 & 167                                                     
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50 

	CLASS 22
	Boys and Girls 18 and 19 years                                                            
	PRIZE -Margaret Woods Cup

	
	Test Piece – “A Dover” by Padraic Colum – Book D page 124 & 125                                                   
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50


DRUM-AN-DUER CUP will be awarded to the Performer who gains the highest mark in Classes 25,26,27.
	CLASS 25
	Extract from Shakespeare 13 years and over                  Time Limit 5 minutes                                                                                                            
	PRIZE –Burke Perpetual Cup

	
	Own Choice
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50 

	CLASS 26
	 Ballad 11 to 14 years                                                      Time Limit 4 minutes                              
	PRIZE -Whitehead Memorial Trophy

	
	Test Piece - Ballad own choice                                               
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50 

	CLASS 27   
	Ballad 15 -18 years                                                          Time Limit 5 minutes                                              
	PRIZE – Miss McCartney Cup

	
	Test Piece - Ballad Own Choice                                             
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50
 


PROSE READING
	CLASS 28A
	Prose Reading  7-8 years                                               Time Limit 2 minutes                                       
	PRIZE –Medal

	
	An extract from a published book/novel, must be prose not verse

To be read not memorised                                  
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50 

	CLASS 28B
	Prose Reading  9-11 years                                             Time Limit 2 minutes                                       
	PRIZE –Cora Frazer Cup

	
	An extract from a published book/novel, must be prose not verse

To be read not memorised                                  
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50 

	CLASS 29A
	Prose Reading  12-14 years                                           Time Limit 3 minutes                                       
	PRIZE –Medal

	
	To be read from a book but not memorised                                  
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50 

	CLASS 29B
	Prose Reading  15 - 18 years                                         Time Limit 3 minutes                                       
	PRIZE –Twinem Cup

	
	To be read from a book but not memorised            
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50 


PRIMARY SCHOOLS SECTION

Classes 30A-36B, 40-43,and 124-127 will be held in the “Millennium Court Arts Centre” in William Street, Portadown
CHARLES COX PERPETUAL CHALLENGE CUP To be awarded to the most promising boy in the PRIMARY SCHOOL section only. This cup will be held for one year by the winner.

MABEL COX MEMORIAL CUP

To be awarded to the most promising girl in the Primary School Section. Cup will be held for one year by the winner.

Set Poems are taken from;

1. 100 BEST POEMS for Children, Chosen by Children, edited by Roger McGough   ISBN 0-141-31058-8

2. POETRY BY HEART Compiled by Liz Attenborough                                               1SBN:1-903434-27-0 

3. The Puffin Book of Fantastic First Poems Edited by June Crebbin                           ISBN 0-14-130898-2

4. I CAN READ POETRY Food Poems Chosen by John Foster                                   ISBN 978-0-19-274739-6 

5. The Puffin Book of Utterly Brillant Poetry Edited by Brian Patten                              ISBN 0-14-038421-9

6. The Works Chosen by Pie Corbett & Gaby Morgan                                                   ISBN 0-330-43644-9

7. LAMDA Verse and Prose Anthology (Volume 17)                                                      ISBN 9-780955-768729

Please use only copies from the books listed above or copy received from the Speech Secretary

Classes 30a-39, Classes 40 – 43,  Choral Speaking Classes 44A to 45B and Class 49 

Please note these classes are confined to Primary School Children who receive tuition from regular school staff in their school so this will exclude

(a) Schools who employ a visiting speech and drama teacher – these children may be prepared and entered in the Open Classes

(b) Children who attend private speech and drama classes may only enter Open Classes.

THIS RULE MUST BE STRICTLY ADHERED TO

PLEASE BE AWARE OF NEW FORMAT OF CLASS NUMBERS

	CLASS 30A
	Girls Primary 1                                                                              
	PRIZE -Muriel Todd Cup

	
	Test Piece  - “Spring Cleaning” by Sue Cowling – Book                                        
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50  

	CLASS 30B
	Boys Primary 1                                                                              
	PRIZE -Muriel Todd Cup

	
	Test Piece  - “Tadpoles” by Rose Fyleman – Book                                 
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50  

	
	
	

	CLASS 31A   
	Girls Primary 2                                                                                
	PRIZE –Pauline McMorrow Cup

	
	Test Piece – “In Trouble Again“ by Susan Quinn – Book                     
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50  

	CLASS 31B
	Boys Primary 2                                                                                
	PRIZE – St Anthony’s PS Cup

	
	Test Piece – “Do You” by Alan Alberg – Book                          
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50  

	
	
	

	CLASS 32A
	Girls Primary 3                                                                               
	PRIZE – Waringstown PS Cup

	
	Test Piece – “True Confession” by Irene Rawnsley – Book                       
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50  

	CLASS 32B
	Boys Primary 3                                                                                
	PRIZE – Martin Cup

	
	Test Piece  - “Cloudburst” by Richard Edwards – Book                                 
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50  

	
	
	

	CLASS 33A
	Girls Primary 4                                                                               
	PRIZE –Flower Shop Cup

	
	Test Piece – “Lost Voice” by Peter Dixon – Book                                  
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50  

	CLASS 33B
	Boys Primary 4                                                                               
	PRIZE – The Lee Usher Memorial Cup

	
	Test Piece – “The Things I’d Like to Do” by Enid Barraclough – Book        
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50  

	
	
	

	CLASS 34A
	Girls Primary 5                                                                                
	PRIZE – Millington PS Cup

	
	Test Piece – “Story Time” by Andrew Collett – Book                                       
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50  

	CLASS 34B
	Boys Primary 5
	PRIZE – Lesley McQuade Shieldl

	
	Test Piece –“My Teacher Ate My Homework” by Kenn Nesbit – Book 
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50

	
	
	

	CLASS 35A
	Girls Primary  6                                                                                
	PRIZE – Maralin Village PS Cup

	
	Test Piece – “Life According to My Brother” by Hiawyn Oram - Book                                          
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50  

	CLASS 35B
	Boys Primary 6                                                                                
	PRIZE – King’s Park PS Cup

	
	Test Piece – “My Pain” by Ted Scheu – Book      
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50  

	
	
	

	CLASS 36A
	Girls Primary 7                                                                                
	PRIZE –Derryhale Primary School Cup

	
	Test Piece – “Auntie’s Boyfriend” by Fred Sedgwick – Book   
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50  

	CLASS 36B
	Boys Primary 7                                                                                 
	PRIZE – Donaghacloney PS Cup

	
	Test Piece –“Teabag” by Peter Dixon  – Book                          
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50  

	
	
	


SECONDARY SCHOOLS SECTION

Please note these classes are confined to Primary School Children who receive tuition from regular school staff in their school so this will exclude

(c) Schools who employ a visiting speech and drama teacher – these children may be prepared and entered in the Open Classes

(d) Children who attend private speech and drama classes may only enter Open Classes.

THIS RULE MUST BE STRICTLY ADHERED TO

	CLASS 40
	S.S. Girls 12 and 13 years                                                               
	PRIZE – Medal

	
	Test Piece      Poem from current school curriculum                              
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50 

	CLASS 41
	S.S. Boys 12 and 13 years                                                               
	PRIZE – Medal

	
	Test Piece      Poem from current school curriculum                                                                     
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50 

	CLASS 42
	S.S. Girls 14 and 15 years                                                               
	PRIZE – Medal

	
	Test Piece      Poem from current school curriculum                                                                   
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50 

	CLASS 43
	S.S. Boys 14 and 15 years                                                              
	PRIZE – Medal

	
	Test Piece      Poem from current school curriculum                                                                                
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50 


PUBLIC SPEAKING – School Section 

The performers may use cards with bullet points.  This must not be a reading.  

The topic must be clearly stated at the opening of the speech.

Adjudication will be based on; 

Content –     clarity, structure(introduction, well developed body and a strong conclusion), flow, development 
and knowledge of subject.

Language – use of a variety of language structures and vocabulary.

Communiction & delivery techniques- vocal articulation, use of breathing, pace and pause, posture,
eye contact, and gesture.

Engagement with the audience- natural, relaxed and spontaneous style.

	CLASS 124
	Public Speaking Primary 6/7                             Time Limit 2 mins                                         
	PRIZE – MEDAL

	
	Set Piece – My Favourite Hobby
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50

	CLASS 125
	Public Speaking Year 8-10                                Time Limit 2 mins   
	PRIZE – MEDAL

	
	Set Piece – The Person Who Inspires Me
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50

	CLASS 126
	Public Speaking Year 11/12                              Time Limit 3 mins                          
	PRIZE – MEDAL

	
	Set Piece – The Influence of Celebrities
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50 

	CLASS 127 
	Public Speaking Year 13/14                              Time Limit 4 mins                          
	PRIZE – MEDAL

	
	Set Piece – Artificial Intelligence: Opportunity or Threat?
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50 


CHORAL SPEAKING
Set Poems are taken from;

Book 1.  “100 Best Poems For Children, Chosen by Children” edited by R McGough     ISBN 0-141-31058-8

Book 7.    LAMDA Verse and Prose Anthology (Volume 17)                                            ISBN 9-780955-768729

Please use only copies from the book listed above or copy received from the Speech Secretary

	CLASS 44a
	8 years and under 

Primary Schools with less than one hundred pupils on role                                                                           
	PRIZE - Molly McNally Cup


	
	Test Piece - (a) “Kenneth who was too fond of bubble-gum and met an        

                           untimely end” by Wendy Cope -  Book 1 Page 25
	ENTRY FEE  £ 20-00 per GROUP

	
	                    (b) OWN CHOICE (see notes) 
	

	CLASS 44b
	8 years and under 

Primary Schools with more than one hundred pupils on role                                                                        
	PRIZE - Erica Veerkamp Cup                

	
	Test Piece - (a) “The Race to Get to Sleep” by Brian Patten - Book 1 Pg 85
	ENTRY FEE  £ 20-00 per GROUP

	
	                    (b) OWN CHOICE (see notes)
	

	CLASS 45a   
	9 - 11 years        

Primary Schools with less than one hundred pupils on role                                                                                
	PRIZE - Molly McNally Cup

	
	Test Piece - (a) “Little Red Riding Hood and The Wolf” 
                           by Roald Dahl – Book 1 p 27
	ENTRY FEE  £ 20-00 per GROUP

	
	                    (b) OWN CHOICE (see notes) 
	

	CLASS 45b
	9-11 years  

Primary Schools with more than one hundred pupils on role                                                                            
	PRIZE - Ulster Teachers Union Cup

	
	Test Piece - (a) “Gran Can You Rap” by Jack Ousbey - Book 1
	ENTRY FEE  £ 20-00 per GROUP

	
	                    (b) OWN CHOICE (see notes) 
	

	
	
	

	CLASS 46
	8-11 years

Confined to Primary Schools

WHO HAVE NOT WON A PRIZE AT ANY FESTIVAL
	PRIZE – Trodden Cup

	
	Test Piece – (a) “Bee in The Classroom” by Gervase Phinn – Book 7 p100
	ENTRY FEE £ 20-00 per GROUP

	 
	                     (b)  Own Choice
	

	
	
	


QUICK STUDY 

A copy of the verse test piece , will be handed to the Performers 10 minutes before the start of the competition.  Performers are not expected to memorise the piece.      

	CLASS 50a
	8-9 years                                                                     
	PRIZE – MEDAL

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50

	CLASS 50b
	10-11 years                                                               
	PRIZE – Portadown Locksmith Trophy

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50

	CLASS 51   
	12-14 years                                                       
	PRIZE – MEDAL

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50 

	CLASS 52
	18 years                                                        
	PRIZE – MEDAL

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50 

	
	
	


SIGHT READING 
Performers will be required to read at sight one short passage, of  verse, selected  by the Adjudicator. The object  is to encourage the art of reading aloud.

	CLASS 53a
	8-9 years                                                                   
	PRIZE –Loughhead Cup

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50 

	CLASS 53b
	10-11 years                                                             
	PRIZE –Craigavon & Banbridge Community Health & Social Services Trust Group

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50 

	CLASS 54   
	12-14 years                                                      
	PRIZE – MEDAL

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50 

	CLASS 55
	15 – 18 years                                                      
	PRIZE – MEDAL

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50




INVENTIVE STORY TELLING 

TEST PIECE – Performers will be required (after 5 minutes preparation) to tell the audience a story of their own invention and embracing 3 items or words suggested by the Adjudicator. A Steward will be present backstage to ensure no conferring.

	CLASS 56
	11 years and under                                   Time Limit up to 2 minutes                                                                                                          
	PRIZE – MEDAL

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50 

	CLASS 57A
	12-14 years                                               Time Limit up to 3 minutes                                                                           
	PRIZE – MEDAL

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50  

	CLASS 57B
	15 – 18 years.                                           Time Limit up to 3 minutes
	PRIZE – MEDAL

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50 


EXTEMPORE SPEAKING 
TEST PIECE - Choice of subjects is not known to the Performers until 20 minutes before they are called upon to speak

They are then allowed privacy to think over their subject and to make preparatory notes, if necessary, but NOT to write

out their speech. They are judged on the most effective extempore speech with regard to matter, manner and enunciation.

Schools may also enter this class.

	CLASS 58
	12 - 14 years                                                                 Time Limit 3 Minutes                                                                                                                             
	PRIZE -Hilda Hyde Cup

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50  

	CLASS 59
	15 – 18 years.                                                             Time Limit  4 Minutes                                                                                                             
	PRIZE- Charles Cooper Cup

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50  


BIBLE READING
To be prepared – Own Choice taken from the King James Bible or the New International Version (NIV) Bible
Must be read from a Bible but not to be memorised. A Lecturn is available on request
A printed copy inside the Bible is not permitted unless prior permission has been given.
Any Performer deemed by the adjudicator to have memorised their passage may be penalised.
KAREN AND SANDRA TWINEM CUP 

Presented by Mr and Mrs J J Twinem.  Awarded to the performer with the highest mark in Classes 60a, 60b, 61 and 62
	CLASS 60a
	Boys/Girls 8 years and under                                   Time Limit 2 Minutes                                                                                                       
	PRIZE -Taniokey Cup

	
	Own Choice 
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50 

	CLASS 60b
	Boys/Girls 9-11 years                                              Time Limit  2 Minutes                                                                                                     
	PRIZE – Rebecca Richardson Cup

	
	Own Choice 
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50 

	CLASS 61
	12 - 14 years                                                           Time Limit  3 Minutes                                                                                                           
	PRIZE - Hewitt Cup

	
	Own Choice 
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50  

	CLASS 62
	15 – 18 years.                                                         Time Limit  3 Minutes                                                                                
	PRIZE - McClelland Cup

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50  

	
	
	

	
	
	


PRIZE-WINNER 

Performers who have won 1st, 2nd, or 3rd Prize at any Festival
GERRY McVEIGH MEMORIAL CUP Will be awarded to the performer with the highest mark in Classes 63A, 63B, 64, 65.
	CLASS 63a
	 8 years and under                                               Time Limit  2 minutes                                                                   
	PRIZE -Jenny Wren Cup

	
	Test piece - Own Choice  
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50 

	CLASS 63b
	 9 - 11 years                                                        Time Limit  2 minutes                                                                      
	PRIZE - Judy Lamb Cup

	
	Test piece - Own Choice  
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50 

	CLASS 64
	 12-14 years                                                        Time Limit  3 minutes                                                                 
	PRIZE -La Verne Thornton Rose Bowl

	
	Test piece - Own Choice  
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50 

	CLASS 65
	 15 – 18 years                                                     Time Limit 3 minutes                                                                   
	PRIZE -Ethel Cranston Cup

	
	Test piece - Own Choice  
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50 


NON PRIZE-WINNER 

Performers who have NOT won a 1st ,2nd, or 3rd prize at any Festival

	CLASS 66a
	6 years and Under                                                    Time Limit 2 minutes                                                                                
	PRIZE - Jamie-Lee Cup

	
	Test piece - Own Choice  
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50 

	CLASS 66b
	7 – 8 years                                                               Time Limit 2 minutes                                                                             
	PRIZE - Hunniford Cup

	
	Test piece - Own Choice  
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50 

	CLASS 66c
	9 - 11 years                                                             Time Limit 2 minutes                                                                             
	PRIZE – O’Hagan Cup

	
	Test piece - Own Choice  
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50  

	CLASS 67a
	12-14 years                                                             Time Limit 3 minutes                                                                       
	PRIZE – Julie-Anne Cup

	
	Test piece - Own Choice  
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50  

	CLASS 67b
	15 – 18 years                                                          Time Limit 3 minutes                                                                        
	PRIZE – Medal

	
	Test piece - Own Choice  
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50  


IRISH POET  

TEST PIECE - Own Choice of Poem from a published book.
Please note no traditional poems to be performed in these classes. See classes 96-98
MICHAEL GAVIN TROPHY

Presented by 1989’s Festival adjudicator. The trophy will be awarded to the highest mark from the Irish Poetry Section.

	CLASS 68a
	8 years and under                                            Time Limit 2 minutes                                                                                                           
	PRIZE -  Jodie  Cup

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50

	CLASS 68b
	9 - 11 years                                                      Time Limit 2 minutes                                                                                                             
	PRIZE -  Gareth Cup

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50 

	CLASS 69
	12-14 years                                                      Time Limit 3 minutes                                                                                             
	PRIZE -  Lyn Marks Cup

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50

	CLASS 70
	15 – 18 years                                                   Time Limit 3 minutes                                                                                        
	PRIZE -  Woolworth Cup

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50 


TEAM MIMING 

Own Choice.  Background music only allowed.    No sound effects or “voices off” permitted

Open to teams of any number. No speaking during performance. . See Bye-Law No 13           

	CLASS 72
	11 years and under                                         Time Limit 5 minutes                                                                                                             
	PRIZE - Cup to Producer

	
	
	ENTRY FEE   £ 2-00 PER PERSON

	CLASS 73
	12 – 18 years                                                  Time Limit 5 minutes                                                                                                                                                                        
	PRIZE - Cup to Producer

	
	
	ENTRY FEE   £ 2-00 PER PERSON


DRAMATIC DUOLOGUE

TEST PIECE - Own Choice.   
CONDITIONS - May be presented with or without Costume, No Naked Lights on Stage.
Stage props to a minimum.  Voice overs not permitted
Setting up may only be undertaken by Performer or stage stewards. 
	CLASS 74a
	8 years and under                                           Time Limit 4 minutes                                                                                                           
	PRIZE – Robyn & Hollie Cups

	
	
	ENTRY FEE   £ 7-00 per couple

	CLASS 74b
	9 - 11 years                                                    Time Limit 6 minutes                                                                                                             
	PRIZE – Margaret Aston Cups

	
	
	ENTRY FEE   £ 7-00 per couple 

	CLASS 75
	12 – 14 years                                                 Time Limit 6 minutes                                                                                                                                                                        
	PRIZE – Robin Black Cup

	
	
	ENTRY FEE   £ 7-00 per couple 

	CLASS 76A
	15 – 18 years                                                 Time Limit 6 minutes                                                                                                                                                                        
	PRIZE – Rosa and Drew Frazer Cups

	
	
	ENTRY FEE   £ 7-00 per couple 

	CLASS 76B
	Open – any age up to 18 years                      Time Limit 6 minutes 
	PRIZE – Medals

	
	
	ENTRY FEE   £ 7-00 per couple


PLAYLET 
No Naked Lights on Stage. Setting up may only be undertaken by Performer or stage stewards.
An extract from a published play, script or novel, with no musical numbers in the act. See Bye-Law No 13

Title, Author, and Publisher of piece will be requested at entry to Classes 77, 78A, 78B.

	CLASS 77
	11 years and under                                        Time Limit 15 minutes                                                                                                             
	PRIZE - Cup to Producer

	
	
	ENTRY FEE   £ 2-00 PER PERSON

	CLASS 78A
	12 years and over                                          Time Limit 20 minutes                                                                                                                                                                        
	PRIZE - Cup to Producer

	                       
	
	ENTRY FEE   £ 2-00 PER PERSON

	CLASS 78B
	Open – any age up to 18 years                     Time Limit 20 minutes
	PRIZE – Medals

	
	
	ENTRY FEE   £2-00 PER PERSO


SOLO MIME

Own Choice.  Background music only allowed.    No sound effects or “voices off” permitted.  No speaking during performance. 
Setting up may only be undertaken by Performer or stage stewards. 

	CLASS 79a
	8 years and under                                            Time Limit 2 minutes                                                                                                           
	PRIZE – Dane Cup

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50

	CLASS 79b
	9 - 11 years                                                     Time Limit 2 minutes                                                                                                             
	PRIZE – Jake Cup

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50  

	CLASS 80a
	12 – 14 years                                                  Time Limit 3 minutes                                                                                                                                                                        
	PRIZE – Bann Hire Shield

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50   

	CLASS 80b
	15 – 18 years                                                  Time Limit 3 minutes                                                                                                                                                                        
	PRIZE – Medal

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50 


DRAMA 

This will consist of an original script, devised by amateurs/students. Music is allowed, 20 minutes in duration. 

No Naked Lights on Stage. See Bye-Law No 13
	CLASS 81
	11 years and under                                         Time Limit 20 minutes                                                                                                             
	PRIZE – Medal

	
	
	ENTRY FEE   £ 2-00 PER PERSON

	CLASS 82
	12 – 18 years                                                  Time Limit 20 minutes                                                                                                                                                                        
	PRIZE – Medal

	
	A maximum of 6  Performers may join this class
	ENTRY FEE   £ 2-00 PER PERSON


FAVOURITE POEM

HENDERSON CUP – awarded to the Performer with the highest mark in Classes 83A, 83B, 83C, 84 and 85
	CLASS 83a
	6 years and under                                            Time Limit 2 minutes                                                                                                           
	PRIZE -  Uprichard Cup

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50

	CLASS 83b
	7-8 years                                                          Time Limit 2 minutes                                                                                                             
	PRIZE – Favourite Poem Cup

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50

	CLASS 83c
	 9-11 years                                                       Time Limit 2 minutes                                                                                                                                                                        
	PRIZE -  Paisley Cup

	
	
	ENTRY FEE   £ 3-50

	CLASS 84
	12-14 years                                                    Time Limit  3  minutes                                                        
	PRIZE -  Erin White Cup

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £3-50

	CLASS 85
	15 – 18 years                                                  Time Limit  3 Minutes                                                                                                          
	PRIZE -  Sandford Cup

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £3-50 


FORMAL SPEAKING

OWN CHOICE. The teams will consist of three Performers who will conduct their own meeting. (a) One will act as Chairperson, (b) One will act as Guest Speaker, (c) The third will propose a vote of thanks.

Marks will be given for subject matter, meeting procedure, Quality of Speech and General Impression.
Schools may also enter this class.

	CLASS 86
	Open to Boys and Girls 12-14 years                      Time Limit  10 Minutes                                                        
	PRIZE - Cup to Winning Team

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £ 10-00 per GROUP

	CLASS 87
	Open to Boys and Girls 15 – 18 years                   Time Limit  10 Minutes                                                                                                          
	PRIZE - Cup to Winning Team

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £ 10-00 per GROUP


GOOD CONVERSATION

Teams of four, one of which must be appointed leader. Teams will be required to maintain an interesting conversation on a topic handed to them by the Adjudicator. Marks will be awarded for Audibility, Interest in Value, Quality of Conversation and Attitude to each other. Performers can compete in one team only. All teams will be given a topic to discuss, Adjudicator will announce the topics whilst Performers are on stage. They have 30 seconds to discuss their strategy. A 30 second warning will be given to signify the end of the conversation, during this time Performers should sum up their discussion/ideas. No prepared notes backstage and ABSOLUTELY NO MOBILE DEVICES BACKSTAGE

	CLASS 88
	11 years and under                                         Time Limit  3 minutes                                                                                                                                                                        
	PRIZE – McConnell Cup

	
	
	ENTRY FEE   £ 10-00 per GROUP

	CLASS 89
	12-14 years                                                     Time Limit  4 minutes                                                        
	PRIZE - Medals or Certificates

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £ 10-00 per GROUP

	CLASS 90
	15 – 18 years                                                  Time Limit  4 minutes                                                                                                          
	PRIZE - Medals or Certificates

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £ 10-00 per GROUP



W.B. YEATS

Performers will be required to speak a W.B.Yeats Poem of their own choice

MOLLY McNALLY MEMORIAL ROSEBOWL

Presented by the McNally Family. This cup will be awarded to the highest mark in Classes 91a and 91b.

	CLASS 91a
	12- 14 years of age                                       Time Limit 3 minutes                                                                                                                                 
	PRIZE -  Maire Cranney Cup

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50 

	CLASS 91b
	15 – 18 years                                                Time Limit 3 minutes             
	PRIZE -  Francis Hagan Cup
ENTRY FEE £3-50


SPECIAL

	CLASS 92A
	Portadown Festival Association IYDP 1981               Time Limit 15 minutes          

Special Needs Schools only

Presented by Mrs Eileen Hendron. To be competed for by groups of any    number, composed of Disabled and Able-Bodied Persons within a Special Needs School. This group may present an event 5 to 15 minutes in which any art form e.g. Music, Dancing, Art, Speech, Mime may be used or combined to express a theme of OWN CHOICE.  
	PRIZE – Perpetual Trophy
ENTRY FEE £20-00 per GROUP

	
	
	

	CLASS 92B
	Special Needs Section within a Mainstream School -To be competed for by groups of any    number, composed of Disabled and Able-Bodied Persons. This group may present an event 5 to 15 minutes in which any art form e.g. Music, Dancing, Art, Speech, Mime may be used or combined to express a theme of OWN CHOICE. 
	PRIZE – Medals

ENTRY FEE £20-00 per GROUP

	
	
	

	CLASS 94
	Mini-Debating Class -     Schools may also enter this class.              

Presented by the Business and Professional Women’s Club. Each entry must submit one team consisting of four members (2 proposing and 2 opposing a motion chosen in advance by the team) Duration of the debate must NOT EXCEED 15 minutes.                                                 Time Limit 15 minutes
	PRIZE -  B & P Cup
ENTRY FEE £ 7-00 per GROUP




TRADITIONAL POEM

Own Choice performers are asked to recite a traditional poem.
As with all other pieces Title and Author must be announced.
THE W.K McCLATCHEY MEMORIAL CUP awarded to the performer with the highest mark in Traditional Irish Classes.
	CLASS 95
	8 years and under                                                                                                                                                  
	PRIZE – John Hoy Cup

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50

	CLASS 96
	9- 11 years                                                                                                                                                              
	PRIZE – Byrne Cup

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50 

	CLASS 97
	12-14 years                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
	PRIZE – Medal

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50 

	CLASS 98
	15 – 18 years                                                                                      
	PRIZE – Medal

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50 


CHARACTER STUDY / MONOLOGUE
Performers are asked to study and portray a character from a published script, play or novel excluding Shakespeare.
Stage props to a minimum, Voice overs not permitted.
	CLASS 99
	8-11 years                                                        Time Limit  5 Minutes
	PRIZE – Nicola Johnston Cup

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50

	CLASS 100a
	12 – 14 years                                                   Time Limit  5 minutes
	PRIZE – High Street Mall Cup

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50  

	CLASS 100b
	15 – 18 years.                                                   Time Limit 6 Minutes
	PRIZE – Medal

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50 

	
	
	


T.V. NEWS SOLO
Performance of a three minute new update similar to the quick news updates on the television. The adjudicator will be looking for a brief overview of the news for that day. No crossover broadcasting is acceptable and the report should be based on a news review in the last month. For this class try and communicate the essence of the news update effectively, captivating your audience. Visual Aids must not be used in this class. For these class the adjudicator will be looking for clarity of thought, appropriate modulation and a desire to project the information.
	CLASS 101
	8 – 11 years                                                      Time Limit  3 Minutes
	PRIZE – Ashgrove Florist Cup

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50

	CLASS 102
	12 – 18 years                                                    Time Limit  3 minutes
	PRIZE – Medal

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50




T.V. NEWS PRESENTING – 3 PEOPLE
This class will allow for cross-over reporting. You can include outside broadcasts incorporating an event, weather and news. It should be based on the news of no more than a month previously. Remember that news stories are presented in many different ways; make sure the style you use is relevant to the events you are reporting on i.e. If reporting on weather you may wish to use a chart. Visual Aids may be used in this class. For these class the adjudicator will be looking for clarity of thought, appropriate modulation and a desire to project the information.

	CLASS 101A
	8 – 11 years                                                      Time Limit  5 Minutes
	PRIZE – Medals

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £ 10-00 per Group

	CLASS 102A
	12 – 18 years                                                    Time Limit  5 minutes
	PRIZE – Medal

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £ 10-00 per Group


SONNET

Performers are required to speak a sonnet of Own Choice

	CLASS 103
	15 – 18 years                                 
	PRIZE – Holly Coulter Cup

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50  


PRE  / NURSERY SCHOOL
Performers must not enter any other class in this festival
	CLASS 104
	Own Choice                                                                Time Limit 1.5 minutes                               
	PRIZE – McKeever Cup

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £ 3-50


MUSICAL THEATRE -  INDIVIDUALS

Please note that “Musical Theatre” is NOT songs from the shows as adjudicators have continually pointed out in recent years.

The “Musical” element will naturally be the song (with possible movement and dance) 

BUT the “Theatre” element will be the ESTABLISHING OF THE CHARACTER.

Stage props to a minimum, Voice overs not permitted.
MUSICAL ELEMENT – Please note the time limit and choose your song accordingly

THEATRE ELEMENT – A few lines at the start of the song which may introduce the song is not normally enough to establish the character you are portraying.

RECOMMENDATION – Approximately one third dialogue and approximately two thirds song; Dialogue may be from the script or devised.

Setting up may only be undertaken by Performers or stage stewards. 

Scene must include Dialogue, Song and Movement from original script to comply with Copyright regulations.

	CLASS 116A
	8 years and under
	Time Limit 5 minutes
	PRIZE – MEDAL

	
	
	
	ENTRY FEE  £3-50 per person

	CLASS 116B
	9-11 Years
	Time Limit 6 minutes
	PRIZE – MEDAL

	
	
	
	ENTRY FEE  £3-50 per person

	CLASS 117A
	12-14 years
	Time Limit 8 minutes
	PRIZE – MEDAL

	
	
	
	ENTRY FEE  £3-50 per person

	CLASS 117B
	15-18 years
	Time Limit 8 minutes
	PRIZE – MEDAL

	
	
	
	ENTRY FEE  £3-50 per person

	
	
	
	


MUSICAL THEATRE -  DUOLOGUES
Please note that “Musical Theatre” is NOT songs from the shows as adjudicators have continually pointed out in recent years.

The “Musical” element will naturally be the song (with possible movement and dance) 

BUT the “Theatre” element will be the ESTABLISHING OF THE CHARACTER. Stage props to a minimum, Voice overs not permitted.

MUSICAL ELEMENT – Please note the time limit and choose your song accordingly

THEATRE ELEMENT – A few lines at the start of the song which may introduce the song is not normally enough to establish the character you are portraying.

RECOMMENDATION – Approximately one third dialogue and approximately two thirds song; Dialogue may be from the script or devised.

Setting up may only be undertaken by Performers or stage stewards. .

Scene must include Dialogue, Song and Movement from original script to comply with Copyright regulations.

	CLASS 113A
	8 years and under                                          Time Limit 8 minutes                                                                                                             
	PRIZE – MEDALS

	
	
	ENTRY FEE   £ 7-00 per couple 

	CLASS 113B
	9 – 11 years                                                   Time Limit 8 minutes
	PRIZE – MEDALS

	
	
	ENTRY FEE   £ 7-00 per couple

	CLASS 114A
	12 – 14 years                                                 Time Limit 8 minutes                                                                                                                                                                        
	PRIZE – MEDALS

	
	
	ENTRY FEE   £ 7-00 per couple 

	CLASS 114B
	15  - 18 years.                                               Time Limit 8 minutes
	PRIZE – Cora & Eva Carroll Cups

	
	
	ENTRY FEE   £ 7-00 per couple

	CLASS 114C
	Mixed Ages up to 18 years                           Time Limit 8 minutes
	PRIZE – Clare & Ciara O’Hagan Cups

	
	
	ENTRY FEE.  £ 7-00 per couple 




MUSICAL THEATRE -  GROUPS
Please note that “Musical Theatre” is NOT songs from the shows as adjudicators have continually pointed out in recent years.
The “Musical” element will naturally be the song (with possible movement and dance) 

BUT the “Theatre” element will be the ESTABLISHING OF THE CHARACTER.

MUSICAL ELEMENT – Please note the time limit and choose your song accordingly

THEATRE ELEMENT – A few lines at the start of the song which may introduce the song is not normally enough to establish the character you are portraying.

RECOMMENDATION – Approximately one third dialogue and approximately two thirds song; Dialogue may be from the script or devised.

Setting up may only be undertaken by Performers or stage stewards. 

Scene must include Dialogue, Song and Movement from original script to comply with Copyright regulations.

	CLASS 120A
	8 years and under   (Under 20 performers)               Time Limit 15 Minutes                                                        
	PRIZE – Medals

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £ 2-00 per person

	CLASS 120B
	8 years and under   (Over 20 performers)                 Time Limit 15 Minutes                                                        
	PRIZE – Medals

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £ 2-00 per person



	CLASS 121A
	11 years and under   (Under 20 performers)             Time Limit 20 minutes
	PRIZE – British Legion Cup

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £ 2-00 per person

	CLASS 121B
	11 years and under   (Over 20 performers)              Time Limit 20 minutes
	PRIZE – British Legion Cup

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £ 2-00 per person



	CLASS 122A
	12 -18 years         (Under 20 performers)                 Time Limit 25 minutes
	PRIZE – Medals

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £ 2-00 per person

	CLASS 122B
	12 -18 years         (Over 20 performers)                   Time Limit 25 minutes
	PRIZE – Medals

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £ 2-00 per person



	CLASS 123A
	Mixed ages up to 18 years   (Under 20 performers) Time Limit 25 minutes
	PRIZE – Medals

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £ 2-00 per Person

	CLASS 123B
	Mixed ages up to 18 years   (Over 20 performers)   Time Limit 25 minutes
	PRIZE – Medals

	
	
	ENTRY FEE £ 2-00 per Person




DRAMA IMPROVISATION
A choice of topic will be given by the adjudicator.Up to 4 in a team will be given 10 minutes backstage to make up an improvisation to perform for the audience.

To ensure all groups have the same time to prepare, they will be given the topics at staggered times. A festival steward will monitor this.

· They do not write anything down, no paper work

· Absolutely No Mobile phones or smart watches backstage
· Any team breaking this rule will be disqualified.

	CLASS 107
	9-11 years                                                                Time Limit 5 minutes                              
	PRIZE – Medal   

ENTRY FEE £10-00 per GROUP



	CLASS 108
	12-14 years                                                              Time Limit 5 minutes

	PRIZE – Medal 

ENTRY FEE £ 10-00 per GROUP



	CLASS 109
	15 – 18 years                                                           Time Limit 5 minutes
  
	PRIZE – Medal  

ENTRY FEE £ 10-00 per GROUP


SEAMUS HEANEY CLASS
Performers to perform a Heaney poem.
	CLASS 115A
	 12-14 years                                                                                                                                                             
	PRIZE – Sinéad Lunny Cup

	
	
	ENTRY FEE   £ 3-50 per person

	CLASS 115B
	15 – 18 years
	PRIZE – MEDALS

	
	
	ENTRY FEE  £3-50 per Person


PORTADOWN FESTIVAL ASSOCIATION -  BYE-LAWS

	1

	Entries for Drama should be forwarded with the appropriate fees preferably by cheques made payable to Portadown Festival Association to the Honorary Secretary for the appropriate section.  If a festival section needs to be cancelled, performer entry fees may be refunded, at the discretion of Portadown Festival Association, subject to an administrative charge. Post dated cheques will not be accepted.

Paper Entries should be forwarded with the appropriate fees preferably by cheques made payable to Portadown Festival Association to the Honorary Secretary for the appropriate section. If a festival section needs to be cancelled, performer entry fees may be refunded, at the discretion of Portadown Festival Association, subject to an administrative charge. Post dated cheques will not be accepted.

On Line Entries for Speech, Music, Dance, will be paid on line. The entry will not be accepted until full payment is made. If a festival section needs to be cancelled, performer entry fees may be refunded, at the discretion of Portadown festival Association, subject to an administrative charge.



	1.1
	The competitions are open to amateur performers ONLY. An amateur is defined as “a person who does not derive the main part of their income from that section of the art which they propose to enter” This rule does not apply to conductors.

	
	

	2
	Performers will be admitted free only to the session during which they are to compete. Admission tickets must be bought for other sessions.

	
	

	3
	Performers may obtain particulars of their marks at the conclusion of each class. 

	
	

	4.1
	Prizes will be withheld if sufficient merit is not shown.

	4.2
	In cases of Vocal and Instrument Ensemble performers single entries when recommended by the Adjudicator, may be awarded a special prize.

	4.3
	The award of a certificate does not follow the attainment of any particular standard of marking but is made purely at   the discretion of and on the recommendation of the Adjudicator.

	
	

	5
	In Junior or Juvenile competitions the onus of proof of age rests entirely with the teacher entering the performer, or any other person making the entry. Where an objection on grounds of age has been made the competition shall proceed but awards may be withheld pending investigation. Age should be reckoned as at 1st January in the current year of Festival. 

	
	

	6
	The order of competitions in the programme (arranged by Ballot) will be strictly adhered to, unless under exceptional circumstances.

	
	

	7
	The Committee reserve the right to refuse any entry.

	
	

	8
	No protest will be received against the award of the Adjudicator as to merit. Any protests against the infringement of the conditions, or against a Competitor, must be accompanied by a Fee of £ 25-00 which will be returned if the protest is upheld by the Committee, whose decision shall be final.
A complaint should be submitted in writing via ROYAL MAIL enclosing the £25 to enable a committee /sub committee meeting to be convened. Other messages on E-Mail / Facebook will be treated as “comments” and will be acknowledged but will not merit a formal reply from the Festival.

	
	

	9
	Perpetual Challenge Cups and Challenge Shields are to be held by the winner for one year and must be signed for when awarded.

	
	

	10
	The Committee will require security for the safe custody of the Cups and Trophies which must be returned to the appropriate Festival Jeweller ;

Speech                      –  THE JEWELLER,  Tandragee
Drama                       –  CAMPBELL’s,  Church Lane, Portadown

Irish Folk Dancing    –  CAMPBELL’s,  Church Lane, Portadown

Music                        –  HOY’S BUTCHERS, Bridge Street, Portadown
Dance                       –  Ms Judith Gyle, Trophy Secretary, Dance section
Not later than 21 days prior to the date of the Festival in the following year.

	
	

	11
	All entries for competitions are received subject to these Bye-Laws.

	
	

	12
	The decision of the Committee shall be final in all questions arising out of or not provided for, in these regulations. 

	
	

	13
	In the Speech, Music, Irish Folk Dancing and Dance Festivals, stage props, kept to a minimum are permitted. Special lighting and special effects are not permitted. Safe practice to be observed at all times.

	
	

	14
	In order to facilitate the timing of the programme, it is expected that all performers appear on stage without delay.

	
	

	15
	All photography, audio or video recording is strictly forbidden except for an Official Festival Photographer.                            

	
	

	16
	Private Teachers - It is permissible for performers to have branded clothing with your school logo when performing group work only. However it is not permissible to wear branded clothing when performing as an individual.”                                                   
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PORTADOWN FESTIVAL ASSOCIATION POLICIES

	

	COPYRIGHT 

	The Portadown Festival Association is pleased to announce that it has entered into an agreement with the Author’s Licensing and Collecting Society. This means that entrants do not have to seek copyright permission for any poetry, prose or solo dramatic items performed to a time limit of 10 minutes. Group dramatic activities of over 10mins are not covered by this agreement, and copyright for these items should be sought by the performers at the time of entry.

	DATA PROTECTON

In compliance with The General Data Protection Regulations 2018  Portadown Festival Association will hold data solely for the purpose of running the Festival. 



	HEALTH AND SAFETY POLICY

	Portadown Festival Association’s Health and Safety Policy is available on request.

	

	PHOTOGRAPHY, AUDIO OR VIDEO RECORDING

No unauthorised photography, audio or video recording of children and young people is allowed at our Festivals except for an official Festival Photographer. Where parents/guardians/carers do not wish photos to be taken at all, then the responsible adult attending should ensure that their child is not included in official photos.

	

	PORTABLE APPLIANCE TESTING

	If you intend to use any portable electrical appliance it must carry a valid inspection PAT sticker BEFORE any equipment is used. This is a safety requirement required by ABC Council. This includes for example – sound equipment, keyboards, hair straighteners. Any portable electrical device that plugs into the electrical supply at the venue.

	

	RECORDING PERFORMERS OR ADJUDICATORS

	Audio, Video and photographic recording equipment and mobile telephones, including cameras encapsulated in mobile phones, ipads, digital cameras. Unfortunately due to the complications of Copyright and Performing Rights requirements, it is not possible to permit the use of any of this equipment in the competition halls. The Festival asks for the kind co-operation of members of the audience who have mobile telephones with them, to please turn them off in the competition halls.

	

	SAFEGUARDING POLICY

	The Festival’s Child Protection Policy and approach to Creating Safer Festivals for Everyone is published explicitly in our Syllabus, Programme and on our Website. By completing and signing the entry form all parents/guardians/carers and teachers of Performers under 18 (or adults needing support of any age) confirm that they give (or have obtained) the necessary consents for the performers to take part in the Festival. Without consent the entry to the Festival cannot be accepted.”

	

	STAGE SAFETY GUIDELINES

	It is a condition of entry that all Performers confirm in writing to Section Secretaries at the time of entry that they have done all within their power to ensure that their performances will conform with the following regulations:

· Theatre Properties shall not exceed a weight limit of 20kg;

· The use of strobe lighting, smoke, pyro-techniques, special lighting or naked flame, are not permitted;

· Sound effects should be produced by the competitor’s own equipment;

· All sets and props must be rendered fire-resistant before arrival at the performance venue;

· “Set-up” of  2 minutes and “Strike” of  1 minute for all properties in use’

· Throwing of glitter, hats or other loose objects on stage or into the audience is not permitted;

· Use and handling of properties in a safe manner; and

· Any electrical equipment brought into Council property must hold a valid PAT test label.

	

	RECORDED MUSIC / PERFORMANCE

	The Portadown Festival Association is affiliated to the British and International Federation of Festivals (BIFF), and participates in its group licence to cover payment of fees for the use of recorded music at its events. 
Teachers and Performers using tapes or CD’s created from commercial recordings are advised that they should themselves seek permission  to re-record from the music companies concerned, as Portadown Festival Association cannot take responsibility for this and does not accept liability for the infringements of copyright, recording or performing rights arising out of an entrant’s accompaniment or performance. This is a legal requirement and will be enforced by local agents on behalf of the MCPs.                          
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